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The Panchatantra is considered one of India's most outstanding literary works. It was
originally written in Sanskrit around 550 CE (or perhaps even earlier) by the renowned
scholar Pandit Vishnu Sharma at the age of eighty. This work has been translated into more
than 50 languages across the world.
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These are fascinating stories about animals and birds that incorporate moral themes. These
stories have been named 'Panchatantra,' where 'Pancha’ means five. The meaning of 'Tantra'
refers to the method of wise conduct in life. These teachings are further expanded upon
through lessons on how to develop trust, how to understand people, how to choose good
friends, how to acquire wisdom, and how to face challenges in life. According to an old
proverb regarding the Panchatantra, one who is an expert in this science will always achieve
success in life.
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Panchatantra stories express many facets of human nature—such as greed, cruelty, betrayal,
dishonesty, jealousy, stubbornness, and the lust for power and wealth—by portraying them
through animal behavior and their mutual interactions with humans. Furthermore, these
stories teach us about harmony, love, compassion, selfless courage, communal living, mutual
understanding, and the acquisition of knowledge.
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In a great forest, there lived a hunter named Kambalaka. A tiger came chasing after him.
Fearing for his life and not knowing which way to turn, the hunter ran and fell into an old
well. The tiger, blinded by rage, also fell into the same well. On that same path, a monkey
named Chapalaka, feeling thirsty and wanting to drink water, entered the well. While
climbing down along the wall, it mistook a hanging snake for a vine, grabbed it, and fell into
the well along with the snake.

DOTHIIIRS B9

NSl ATDIAIER A0 PR AN

B,VTTOITVO AT

O30 3323030002 TeIFO WADR0

3egraiyed)rt BT BooHAhTIT deTeied Do) 29T, 27903700 WTe 3ot Jed)
DB DBIN. €8 IA0T e BHEOHED 0T WL ST, Teg 3YSNoBADY, 3e3,
2390 AT dedh 0T NoBabR, eeddRyzor &8 BOWY LB JeSoBDSR).
3,007t 2790weETCR WL@N HED BT ST, 3 B IFHAT ST, BA.
BODRY, BoW) e83,0DeB0T Bert 300D D D0 3 ATD. S IeBD JBeIo
30dwe DG BBoLRY, Be? 8 RO B, PVBFITDOT TR BeBJHS GVITDHOTRD.
BR33Y Fetwd B33 Bodah B OIS 2,0t MHBODY FoADETES. 9O Tocy) W)
At wBweLEd SHNYRY SeeddodronN BpwZes 0B, Qe BePTW @ENPRY, TR,
Segradred) SwAd AZ O wHZeS 0B, 8 B B BIIY, e3) BZTeIed, T
eed, A3 o), HVBZT SBTAR 3T, VeewRab) DDIHDY.

A compassionate Brahmin named Shivabhuti set out on a pilgrimage. Feeling thirsty, he
came to a well to drink water. To draw water from the well, he tied his small pot to a creeper
and lowered it down. As he was pulling up the pot filled with water, a tiger was clinging to it.
Though it felt heavy in his hands, he held it firmly and lifted it out. The tiger bowed to him
humbly.

Surprised to see the tiger, he asked how it had fallen into the well. The tiger narrated how it,
along with a hunter, a snake, and a monkey, had fallen in. It said, “Because of your help, I
have come out alive. I live in a cave at the foot of the mountain range you see in the distance.
Please come there, and I will offer you valuable gifts.”

Shivabhuti replied, “I will rescue the other creatures you mentioned, complete my
pilgrimage, and then come to you.”
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The tiger then warned him, “Do not rescue the hunter alone. He is wicked. No matter how
much kindness you show to a wicked person, he will never give up his evil nature.”
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“If you do a favor to a wicked person, he will only repay you with harm. It is like pouring
milk to a snake,” saying this, the tiger went away.

After that, the Brahmin rescued the snake and the monkey that were in the well. Both of them
bowed to him. The monkey said, “By your kindness, I have survived. It feels as though I have
been reborn. I live in Badarikashrama. If you ever come there, I will honor you to the best of
my ability.”

In the same way, the snake also expressed its gratitude, and then both of them departed.
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The tiger had warned him not to rescue this hunter and had gone away. Now, if he left the
man without rescuing him, it would seem like showing partiality. Thinking that doing good to
others is never wrong, and remembering the saying “Yat parartham sariram” (the body
exists for the service of others), he reflected that if he did not save this hunter, he himself
would be at fault.
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Accepting whatever might happen to him, the compassionate Shivabhuti, moved by kindness
even towards a wicked man, rescued the hunter.
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The hunter came out, bowed to Shivabhuti, and said, “Because of you, my life has been
saved. I live in Padmanagara. If you ever come there, I will honor you to the best of my
ability.” Saying this, he took leave and went away.
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After a few days, Shivabhuti completed his pilgrimage and was returning. As he came near
the foothills of the mountain range, the tiger saw him, ran quickly toward him, bowed, and
took him to its cave. It gave Shivabhuti many precious ornaments it had and respectfully
honored him before sending him on his way.

With the valuable ornaments given by the tiger, Shivabhuti felt happy that he had become
wealthy and then came to Badarikashrama. There, feeling tired from the journey, he lay down
under a mango tree to rest. The monkey living in that forest saw Shivabhuti, greeted him
warmly with a cheerful face, and brought various fruits like jackfruit, mango, guava, and
banana, and joyfully served him.

The Brahmin stayed there for that day and left the next day. After a few days, he reached
Padmanagara, where the hunter Kambalaka lived. While Shivabhuti was walking through the
street searching for his house, the hunter saw him, greeted him, and took him home and
seated him.
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The hunter said, “You have come, but I have nothing right now to honor you. I am empty-
handed,” and explained his helpless condition. Seeing the hunter’s poverty, Shivabhuti said,
“Do not worry about this. I will show you a way to make a living,” and showed him the
valuable ornaments he had.
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Kambalaka, without thinking that Shivabhuti had helped him, foolishly began to think evil

thoughts. Those who lack gratitude will not hesitate to do anything wrong. Immediately, he
went to the king of that town and falsely reported, “O King! The ornaments you wear have

been brought by a stranger Brahmin staying in my house.”

Hearing this, the king sent his men, summoned Shivabhuti, seized the ornaments from him,
and had him imprisoned. At this, Shivabhuti, realizing his own folly, smiled to himself and
remained silent.

Later, he remembered the words of the snake, which had said, “Remember me when you are

in trouble.” As soon as he thought of it, the snake appeared and bowed to him. Shivabhuti
told the snake everything that had happened.

5 www.forkannada.com



http://www.forkannada.com/

The snake said, “I will find a solution. I will go and bite the king’s eldest son now. No one
except you will be able to save him. When you come and sprinkle water with your mantra, |
will withdraw the poison.”

Accordingly, the snake bit the prince, and he appeared dead. The king then announced that
anyone who could bring his son back to life would be rewarded with whatever they asked for.
Shivabhuti heard this, went there, chanted over water, and sprinkled it. The prince
immediately rose up alive.

After hearing the whole story from Shivabhuti, the king rewarded him with great wealth and
sent him away with honor. As for the hunter, he was punished severely (sent to the abode of
Yama).

The moral of the story is: association with wicked people leads to harm.
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BV: B3, owN B IO Dot ITE TePT By BTt SJweN ITETY,
SITD. IBEDY) 200D, TIPS ISBDTRY IBOITD. ISFR) ToD WTII LOAD
DS, B3 BTN TP, 25ed Aot ToRdTIITIRY, WHSILNTD. dIeiedr
ToRBBTITAN &D0S) AT Jed) ToBeD HEVRD. Towy) Horiade eoBD. T D I DS,
WDBITION BePDTIY, BRRBBI0mD Borhd BRTBITD. 41t TedeS0dy AeTY S08)R
ToRBBTITAN BB, TR TIR, WDSITD. dTeR3d0oT IBT NeFBT, 393
Do 30BTRY, B3RO, eI B1ee)DT BeBNYRY R bert JBeY)
deip3ad BVBEITTTY, 3edIBD.

VDVBES DN - Synonyms
0ey = B, B, W forest
Bed = ALY, angry

VRE = HoQ), KON snake

B = aon, Beed monkey

e3 odr = 09230, 233 surprised
Q0303 = 3exDo3, rich
T0BRER = A, 33083 happy

11 www.forkannada.com



http://www.forkannada.com/

3T = DI day
e90R = O, @b king
a3 = 233, ™Z Mountain

90 = 3R road

ADTYFES @B — Opposite words
®eJN X w9 (Inside X Outside)
203038 X 2833 (Rich X Poor)
guEod X Adbaead (Idea X Idealess)
) X @eeN (Come X Go)

et X 3¢t (Up X Down)

ded X dea (Love X Hate)
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