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M. Chidananda Murthy

Period: 10 May 1931 — 11 January 2020

Awards: Rajyotsava Award, Sahitya Akademi Award, Pampa Award and Alva's Nudisiri
Award

M. Chidananda Murthy was a highly respected Kannada writer, researcher, and historian.
As a prominent scholar in Karnataka, he specialized deeply in the history of the Kannada
language and ancient Karnataka.

He received his Bachelor's and Master's degrees from Mysore University, where he was
influenced by renowned literary figures like Kuvempu. He later obtained his PhD from
Bangalore University in 1964, focusing on a cultural study of Kannada inscriptions, and
eventually served as the head of its Kannada department.

Murthy was widely recognized for his scientific and socio-cultural contextualization of
historical inscriptions. Beyond his academic research, he was a passionate activist who
spearheaded successful campaigns to protect and conserve the historical monuments at
Hampi and fought to secure classical language status for the Kannada language.

Some of his most famous and influential books include:

e Veerashaiva Dharma, Bharatiya Samskriti (Veerashaiva Religion, Indian Culture),
Prakashana, 2000

e Vagartha, Bapco Prakashana, 1981

e Vachana Sahitya (Vachana Literature), 1975

e Sweetness and light, Sahithigala Kalavidara Balaga, 1989 [microform]

e Samshodhane (Research), 1967

o Samshodhana Taranga Sarasa, Sahitya Prakashana, 1966

e Purna Suryagrahana (Total Solar Eclipse), IBH Prakashana, 1982

o Panditya Rasa, Kannada University, 2000

e Shunya Sampadaneyannu Kurithu (Regarding Shunya Sampadane), 1962

e Madhyakalina Kannada Sahitya Mattu Asprushyathe (Medieval Kannada
Literature and Untouchability), Karnataka University Prasaranga, 1985

o Lingayata Adhyayanagalu (Lingayat Studies)

e Vagdevi, 1986

o Kavirajamargakke Hindina Kannada Sahitya (Kannada Literature Prior to
Kavirajamarga), 1973

o Kannada Shasanagala Samskritika Adhyayana (A Cultural Study of Kannada
Inscriptions) - Famous Work

o Karnataka Samskriti (Karnataka Culture), Kannada Sahitya Parishat, 1991



